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Triticale Agreement with Stellenbosch University

PlantBio Trust staff members recently visited Stellen-
bosch University to witness the signing of the first
funding agreement between the two institutions. The
project, which will run for four years, sees PlantBio
committing approximately three and half million rand to
Stellenbosch University for their triticale breeding pro-
ject to evaluate the crop’s potential for ethanol produc-
tion. This is the only active triticale breeding pro-
gramme in South Africa.

Triticale, a man made hybrid of wheat and rye, is a low
input crop primarily used by dairy farmers to make si-
lage as cattle feed. Some triticale cultivars have been
shown to significantly out-yield wheat (grain and fod-
der), especially when planted on marginal soils and
under conditions of stress. The advantages of using
triticale as a feedstock for biofuels production com-
pared to other small grains are: increased starch yields
that could be converted to ethanol; low input require-
ments; and the fact that it could be grown on marginal
land, thus avoiding direct competition with land used
for food crops.

Stellenbosch University representatives at the Project
Signing Ceremony included Prof P Steyn, Acting Sen-
ior Director, Natural Sciences; Prof KI Theron, Acting
Dean, Agricultural Sciences; Mr Gerhard Verhoef, Le-
gal Council Research Development; Ms Cornelia Mal-
herbe , Co-ordinator: Research Contracts at Stellen-
bosch University; Prof Emile van Zyl, SANERI Biofuels
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Chair; Prof Johan Burger, Chair Genetics Department,
Mr Williem Botes, the Project Leader and his team of
staff working on the Triticale Project. PlantBio was
represented by Prof Antonio Llobell, Chief Executive
Officer; Dr Siyabulela Ntutela, Chief Operating Officer;
Mrs Helen Hingle, Communications and Marketing
Manager Dr Sandile Ncanana, Executive Portfolio
Manager for biofuels portfolio; Mrs Avril Harvey, Ex-
ecutive Portfolio Manager; and Ms Nelisha Naidoo, an
intern working on the biofuels portfolio.

PlantBio is thrilled about the new venture with Stellen-
bosch University and is already discussing further op-
portunities with other research groups within the uni-
versity with an aim of extending PlantBio’s involvement
in the biofuels value chain. PlantBio has identified bio-
fuels and industrial crops as a thematic area of na-
tional importance and is currently identifying collabora-
tions and partnerships to develop joint projects. Anto-
nio Llobell confirmed that a number of proposals are
already being evaluated for funding and advised that
they are busy working with various R&D institutions,
funding agencies, business entities and Government
Departments.  “PlantBio’s involvement will be
across the value chain, including both upstream
and downstream aspects of the production of bio-
fuels, as well as the integration and coordination

of key players in the country”  said Antonio Llobell.
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PlantBio is pleased to announce that Biosafety South Africa is now operating from offices in the Somerset
Links Office Park, De Beers Avenue, Somerset West. The platform will be offering the following services:

Guidance and assistance to all stakeholders to ensure compliance with the regulatory and Bio-
safety requirements across all the stages of GMO research and development e.g. contained use,
field trials and commercial release.

Identification and commissioning of strategic biosafety research in a South African context that
would feed into regulatory submissions at a later stage.

Facilitating, managing and funding regulatory compliance projects, i.e. compilation of regulatory
dossiers in collaboration with the technology developers.

Management and dissemination of information related to all aspects of the biosafety and risk as-
sessment of GMOs in the South African context.

Capacity building in biosafety research and assessment by training researchers and decision
makers and leveraging additional funds for Biosafety research.

Contact details: Dr. Hennie Groenewald

Telephone +21 21 850 0530 Fax +27 21 850 0885 Email: Hennie@biosafety.org.za

Dr

®Biosciences, Inc., a protein microarray life sciences company, has
placed its first APiX ™ Colorimetric Protein Array Reader at CPGR. With
the simplicity of the Gentel colorimetric system, the CPGR will have the
potential to overcome the relatively high costs of existing microarray ap-
plications, thereby creating the opportunity to develop affordable and reli-
able assays. The Gentel APiX colorimetic detection technology is a pat-
ented method in which gold particle-enhanced silver crystal deposition is
used for detection and quantification on mircroarrays Because silver
deposition is highly localized, each microplate well can contain as many
as several hundred protein spots.

For more information on the services offered by the CPGR, visit

.
\
Should you wish to
not receive our
electronic newsletter,
kindly e-mail
Centre for Proteomic and Genomic Research (CPGR), situated in Cape helen@plahtbio.co.za
Town is an integrated core technology facility established through a grant and we will remove
provided by the Department of Science and Technology (DST) via Cape you from our
Biotech Trust and PlantBio Trust. database

Managing Director of the CPGR advises that Gentel

WWw.cpgr.org.za




A biosafety workshop focusing
on the "Risks, benefits and op-
portunities from the release of
GMOs in Africa" was held at the
International Centre for Genetic
Engineering and Biotechnology
(ICGEB), University of Cape
Town, between 15 and 19 Sep-
tember 2008. The workshop
was organised jointly by Bio-
safety South Africa, the ICGEB
(Trieste, Italy), the Italian Minis-
try for Environment, for the Pro-
tection of the Territory and for
the Sea, the Institute of Plant
Biotechnology for Developing
Countries (IPBO; Gent, Bel-
gium) and the Council for Scien-
tific and Industrial Research
(CSIR; Pretoria). Thirty two par-
ticipants from nineteen different
African countries had the oppor-
tunity to listen to presentations
on current biosafety research
activities on African crops, the
status of the applicable regula-
tory frameworks in African
countries and the different risk
assessment approaches used
to evaluate GMOs during their
development and release. The
eighteen faculty members in-

cluded international experts on
biosafety research and develop-
ment, legal and policy aspects
of biotechnology and represen-
tatives of national competent
authorities. Faculty members
were from four different African
countries as well as Belgium,
Italy, Peru, Columbia and the
USA.

The presentations and discus-
sions were grouped under Ssix
themes, including the opportuni-
ties for GMOs in Africa, risk as-
sessment and risk manage-
ment, as well as the status of
African regulatory frameworks.
Apart from the presentations,
participants had ample opportu-
nity to participate in discussions
and gained practical experience
by performing theoretical risk
assessments based on early
deregulation dossiers. The con-
sensus during the discussions
were that Africa can indeed
benefit from the use of GM
crops but that there is an urgent
need for educating regulators
and the general public as well
as the establishment of fully op-

erational and harmonised regu-
latory frameworks in African
countries. Furthermore, capac-
ity building is required to
strengthen our ability to test GM
foods and to foster research in
biosafety. Participants also
agreed that communication be-
tween and within countries are
crucial for the successful, safe
adoption of the technology.

Participants also had the oppor-
tunity to interact with faculty
members during formal discus-
sions and social events and
valuable research and informa-
tion networks were established.
The workshop provided a plat-
form for Biosafety South Africa
to initiate formal collaboration
with the IPBO in Belgium, the
Program for Biosafety Systems
(PBS, a program of the Interna-
tional Food Policy Research
Institute) and the African Bio-
safety Network of Expertise
(ABNE, a NEPAD initiative) and
strengthened the already estab-
lished interaction with the
ICGEB in Italy.




CITRUS NEWS

The first red-fleshed sweet
orange, the Ruby Valencia,
has been launched by
CitroGold. The variety has ex-
ceptional juicing qualities and
will be developed as a pre-
mium ready-to-juice product.
The export of 1 million cartons
of Clemengold™  premium
mandarins was achieved dur-
ing the 2008 late-ripening
mandarin season. Fifty five
citrus growers have contrib-
uted towards the production of
these highly sought-after, pre-
mium  quality  mandarins.
These mandarins are distrib-
uted nationwide and exported
to 16 countries. This has gen-
erated excellent returns for
growers.

Premium yields and returns
from Eureka!™ seedless lem-
ons continues to ensure that
South African lemon produc-
ers stay ahead of their compe-
tition. There has been a noted
increase in the plantings of
this  Agricultural Research
Council (ARC) bred selection
as growers gain confidence in
the commercial success of the
cultivar.

POMEGRANATE NEWS

CitroGold has acquired exclu-
sive rights to the Smith Pome-
granate. This pomegranate
was selected by Greg Smith in
California for its exceptional
qualities of early maturing and
excellent internal quality. This
will be the first commercial
production of a proprietary
pomegranate cultivar in South
Africa. The pomegranate will
be marketed under the trade-
mark Angel Red™.

GENERAL

The company has combined
forces with the Northern Cape
Development Agency
(NCEDA) to assist rural com-
munities in the Northern Cape,
by offering support and train-
ing on how to best utilize their
land resources. Key projects
along the Orange River are
planned, affording access to
high-value horticultural crops
for these communities.

It has been reported that DST
interns Lindo Mdluli and Mil-
dred Mphahlele are making

good progress in their mentor-
ship programs at CitroGold.
The two dedicated interns are
currently engaged in research
on pomegranates and bam-
boo respectively.

CitroGold moved into new of-
fices recently as the expan-
sion of the business lead to a
requirement for more office
space. The offices are situ-
ated on the beautiful Fleurbaix
farm on the outskirts of Stel-
lenbosch.

For more information contact:
Bruce Cook
Tel: 021-8828277
visit www.citrogold.co.za

for more information







